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Summary of who/what the organization is
a. How did it form and why (history)?
Al-Qaida was formed in the 1970s when there was an on-going fight against the invaders in the Muslim world. The Soviet Union guaranteed the communist group support so that they could fight against the invaders. The communist Afghan government, Muslim insurgents who were referred to as mujahideen came together to fight in a holy war. Among the fighters was Osama bin Laden who also provided the group of fighters with money, weapons, and fighters (Jackson, 2006). Osama bin Laden was being mentored by Abdullah Azzam who also happened to be a Palestinian Sunni Islamic scholar and preacher. 
b. What are the most notable attacks that they are responsible for?
One of the most notable attacks that Al-Qaida is responsible for is the bombing of US embassies that were based in Kenya and Tanzania in 1998. After the bombing, the Al-Qaeda group claimed to be responsible for bringing down the buildings that were housing the US embassies in both Kenya and Tanzania. The second notable attack by Al-Qaida is the suicide bombing against the U.S.S. Cole in Yemen (Riedel, 2007).  In this attack, there were 17 American sailors who were injured and 39 injured. However, the most notable among all attacks that were staged by Al-Qaida is the one that took place in the World Trading Centre in New York City in the USA on September 11, 2001. The then leader of the Al-Qaeda group, Osama bin Laden, claimed to be responsible for orchestrating the attacks that lead to mass murder (Riedel, 2007). The Al-Qaeda terrorists had hijacked passenger planes that were directed to crash the twin building in New York City. 
c. Based on the Textbook definitions for Terrorism, describe how this group/individual meets the textbook criteria for terrorism.
According to the textbook, terrorism refers to the use on deliberate, indiscriminate violence as means of creating fear among the people in a community in order for the group to achieve a political or religious aim. The Al-Qaeda group is composed of people who have a common belief that they are fighting a holy war against their enemies. The group looks into ways through which they can intimidate and bring about undermining of state control (Riedel, 2007). They also want to have international attention. The attack that was carried out by the Al-Qaeda group to the US bombing the World Trade Center made the whole world to recognize the group. They also ensure that they are recognized by the whole world after having declared on the communication networks that they are responsible.   
d. Do they remain a domestic or international threat today?
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Al-Qaeda is an international threat today since it has decentralized its operation throughout the world. Some of the countries where Al-Qaeda operates from are Afghanistan, Algeria, Burma, Yemen, United States, Ethiopia, and France among other places. Since its inception, Al-Qaeda has played a major role in multiple terrorist attacks. They have been involved in attacking the US in 2001, Kenya and Tanzania in 1998 and Yemen in 2000 among other places across the world (Wedgwood, 2002). In most of these places that were targeted and bombed by the group, were areas that were linked to the US operations.
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